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Forum Art with the power to heal
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By PATRICK BUTLER Staff Writer

Nancy Gershman always wanted to be a playwright. But she never
expected her "scripts” to be telling stories of someone's life or even
capturing a family's personality in digital photo montages created with the
insight of a layout designer, stage director, choreographer — and more
than the touch of the medicine woman.

One of the more memorable works to come out of her Art for Your Sake
studio on the 500 block of West Barry, she said, was the product of a
friend's difficulty dealing with the death of her father, who had abandoned
the family, only to eventually return to help care for the ailing wife he
hadn't talked to in decades.
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Tearful End to

After the father's death, the daughter
wanted to find some way to move her
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five brothers and sisters toward a Mount Hood Search
semblance of forgiveness so they ® Py
could all move on, said Gershman.
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Gershman said had a profound effect
on the family.
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Another client who wanted a montage for a party he was throwing for the A Charlie Brown answer
90-year-old father he never could stand mellowed a bit after helping to

plan a picture incorporating some of the more annoying things about Dear BUSINESS

Old Dad. Like his tendency to brag endlessly about his earlier basketball Hotel numbers rebound
prowess. And his insistence on having his steaks raw.

SPORTS
The result was a row of steaks hanging from the rafters of his father’s old Wildcats simply outrun
high school gym, incorporating an old picture of the B-ball star gliding Mustangs

cross the courts wearing Twinkies for gym shoes.
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“The balance of power in that family has sort of leveled out,” laughed My favorite year
Gershman, adding that "maybe (her client) doesn't need to see a shrink
anymore.” CURRENTS

Kindness abounds in these
The former advertising copywriter who drifted into her current business lives

because she had always been playing with photos - and doesn't think
she ever sent a store-bought greeting card, preferring to make them
herself — emphasized she doesn't consider herself any kind of therapist.
And she has no idea exactly how her "Healing Dreamscapes” really work.

But the third-generation artist doesn't just do heavy lifting. She estimates
boosterlakeview.com: Contact that most of the two or three projects she does every week are for
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Photo Store family and friends and once portrayed a client's "crazy” mother-in-law by
creating six different images of the woman at various stages in her life

Garshman, who moved here from the East Coast 17 years ago, said she
would eventually like to do with video what she has been doing with stills.
"I tried it already, but | may have been a little ahead of the technology. A
little too early.”
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But she is thinking of breaking new ground as more and more people
choose cremation and tangible visual keepsakes become all the more
important to some grieving families.

“Every family has its own personality. I'm trying to capture not just time

and place, but personality,” said Gershman, who can be reached at
nancy@artforyoursake.com.
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